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Urited States Public Health
Service
Range of U. C. Public Health Service
Work.

“Glad as the U. S. Publc Health
Service has been,” says Surgeon Gen-
eral H. 8. Cumming, “to do its part
in the hospitalization and care of the
ill and disabled soldiers with whom
its officers had become so well ze-
quainted while serving in the Army
Hospitals in France and clsewhere,
this duty did not constitute a part of
the Public Health functions of the
Service but was undertaken through
patriotism and because the Service
was the only Government agency that
had an organizetion and hospital
available when the need came. Later
its assignment to this duty was made
a matter of law.

“From March 3, 1919, when this law
went into effect, to May 1921, when
the hospitalization and care of near-
Iy half of these patients was transfer-
red to the War Risk Bureau, the num-
her of patients formerly in +he charge
of the Service increased from 990 to
25.000, with indications of still furth-
er inerease. From the first the num-
ber had increased much faster thar
the total capacity of the Governmen:
hospitals conld be extended; and al-
most from the first the Service wa:
compelled to place about two-thirds
of its patients (10,5600 on May 1, 1921)
in private hospitals under contract.

“Responsibility for these 10,500 pat-
ients has already been restored to
the War Risk Bureau, and, if bills !
pending befare Congress become luw,
the hospitalization of the patients
cared for in Government hospitals as
well us in “contract” hospitals will
rest with the War Risk: and the
public Health Service will merely
render hospital care to those whom
ihe War Risk assigns to il

“This will enable the Service to turn
a much larger share of its vnergies
to its truditional duty of protecting
the country against the importation
of foreign disease; conducting seienti-
fic research into important problems
involving the cause, treatment, and
cure of preventable or communicable
disease: investigating the diseases to
which working-men are subject by
reason of their emploment; coperat-
ing with the States in the control of
epidemics, in rural hygiene, child hy-
griene, venereal disase and so on.

“The Marine Hospital Service,
developed into the Tublic
Health Service, was created in July.
1708, to furnish medical care to sick
and disabled American merchant sea-
men. Hospitals were built at the prin-
¢.pal seaports znd later on some of
the larger rivers and the Great Lakes.

“The officers of the Service at the
coast hospitals were naturally the
first to vome into contact with such
diseases ag cholera, vellow fever. and
small-pox when imported from aboard
and were able to render aid to the
State authorities in enforcing quaran-
tine measures. Later, the States, one
by one, turned over their gquarantine
stations to the Service, New York be-
ing the last to fall into line.

“In March, 1890, Congress authori-
2od the Public Health Serviee to co-
operate with State and local health
agencies in preventing the inter-
state spread of disease, The coopera-
tion thus initiated has been extended
to many other forms of health work
and has become a scitled policy. Its
workings have been exceedingly bene-
ficent, for they have brought the ex-
perience gained from the whole coun-
try to bear on each particular problem
in each particular place. They have
also incited the different States to ap-
propriate money for their own health
needs in order to obtain Government
leadership and other Government as-
sistance. On an average the country
gets  about $5 worth of effective
health work for every dollar the Gov-
ernment expnds in this way.

A gsistance in the control of yvellow
fever, small pox. and other communi-
cable disease led directly to research
into their causes and to educational
work to end them by informing the
country of what had been discovered
and how to make use of it. For the
research work Congress established in |
U. 8. Public Health Service which |

402 the Hygienic Laboratory of the|
rapidly expanded until today it is one |
of the foremost research institutions!
of its kind in the world. The results of
its studies in checking disease, reduc-

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE THE
REMSCHEL AUTO__SALES CO.
WILL BE OPEN UNTIL 9 P. M.,
EXCEPT SUNDAY. 208-2¢ |

ing suffering, znd lengthening human
lite are incalculable. !

“In 1912 the Service was authorized [

. investigate tha “diseases of man, |
and under tne muchoriy thus conier- |
sed i has made some very important |
contributions to the control of dis- |
euse. Uo mention only a few, the stud-|
jes of Anderson and Goldberger onj
measles showed that the disease was |
infective during the first three days |
only, thus rendering unnecessary-the |
long periods of quarantine that were
formerly in vogue; the extensive in- |
vestigations of Stiles on the preval- |
ence and on [ife history of hookwern |
led to effective measures for the con-
trol of this wide-spread cause of phy-
sical in-efficiency; the work of Lums-!
den in rural sanitation resulted in
gimple and effective methods for 1.‘h.'+i|
safe disposal of human excreta and
in the extensive adoption of modern|
methods in rural public health ad-|
ministration; the many sided studied
dealing the malaria have been of in-
estimable service in devising practi-
cable control measures for this cour-
age of the Southerrr States; the dis- |
covery of the identity of “Brills dis-/
ease” with typhus fever by Gold,
berger. and the working out of ef-
fective methods for controlling the
disease by delousing has provided a|
barrier to the introduction of this pes-|
tilence into the United States, the|
painstaking investigations by Gold-
berger regurding  pellagra have dis-
posed of the various theories previ-|
ously advanced as to the cause of|
this disease and have definitely placed |
pellagra in the cluss of diseases aris-|
ing from deficiency in the diet, thus
furnishing the means of preventing
and treating this important malady;
the work of the Service in the field of |
industrial hygiene has thrown much
licht on hitherto obscure factors in
the causation of certain industrial fa-
tigue, and other equally important!
problems; the investigations made by
the Service in the field of mental h_\"-‘
griene have helped in dealing with the
control of venereal diseases, with the
problem of juvenile delinquency, and
with feeble mindedness; the studies of *
the health of school children and the
sanitation of rural schools have done |
much to improve conditions for this
important part of our growing citi-
z::ms:i'!ip; the careful statistical inves-
tigations of sickness among the work- |
ing classes have furnizhed valuable
basic information for devising plans.
for dealing with this vast problem.
Although the Public Health Service!
has contributed in many different’
ways to the successful earrying out of
measures for the prevention and con-.
trol of disease and the promotion of |
public health. |

“Recently,” added the Surgeon Gen-
eral. “the Service has sent its sur-
reons to help in flood work at Pueblo
in typhus eradication among Indians
in southwest; in typhoid fever work
at Louisville; in tick fever protection
in Et!(rntnna: in tuberculosis and child
hvaiene in Utah; and in making the
national parks safe and sanitary for
travellers. Latest of all it has launch-
o a campaign against pellagra,
which has given indications of becom-
ine dangerous, owing to the economic
:_!c-r:n'ession among farmers and espec- |
ialiv among the tenant cotton growers
of the Seuth, who have been rendered
practically penniless by the condition
of the cotton market andare forced to
live on salt pork, combread, and mo-
lasses. which, when eaten exclusively
for a few months are almost certain
to cause pellagra.

AID FOR THE EX-SOLDIER

Richmond, Va., August 24, 1921,
Miss Helen N. Cummings,
Alexandria, Va.

My dear Miss Cummings:

Every member of the Virginia War
History Commission has an opportuni-
ty to render valuable service to our-|
ex-service men throughout the State,
The National Government is trying to
reach out to the disabled veterzns in
every city and county of the Unioa
and the government agents are now
busy with this task in Virginia and
have asked our help.

The Veterans Bureauw, Arlington!
Building, Washington, D. C., has es-
t:zblished temporary offices n the
Chamber of Commerce, Room 804,
this city. The work in this State i3
under the direction of Capt. Branch
Johnson of Richmend and Mr R. &,
Dugg of Washington. i

What these gentlemen desire speci-
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X &y, Copcerninthe U.S, Foonded 1754,

If you could only se¢
your unvarnished floors,
through a wicroscope—!

IF you could see the milliors of
tiny holes in which the dirt and
germs accumulate—

If you could see how every one of
the thousand daily steps wears
away the fiber of the wood —(that's
what makes scrubbing so hard)
—you'd varnisk the floor before the
day was over.

Devoe Marble Finish is ideal for
this purpose. It puts a hard, dur-
able film Betwesn the feet and the
floor. lifills the poresof the wood;
gives it a smooth, Blossy surface,
eesily cleaned with mop and broom.
DavoePRODUCTS arc timestestedend
proven,—backed by 166 years' experi»
ence of the oldest paint manulacturing

Sold by the Dewoc Agent &P 5,

B, in your community

fically is the name and address of
every ex-soldier who has any reason
for making z.claim for compensation,
treatment or training. Every means of
publicity is being used to induee these
men Lo come
their claims, =&s the government
thinks that in many cases just claims
may be overluoked unless 2 speciiic
invitation is extended to each disulied
veteran. The Virginia War Histovy
Commission wants to help in this land

| able work.

May I ask you then to send 19 us
promptly at the central office, Roomi
4, State Capitol, Richmond the names
and addresses of any men in your city
who have sustained injury in the ser-
vice of the government and who may
be entitled to compensation, treatment
or training at the hands of the gov-
ernment ? It will not be necessary for
you to specify the nature of the in-
jury. I am enclosing & blank for your
vonvenience in giving us the informa-
tion.

As the lists coming to the office will
be kept in a card-index file, you nee
have no fear of duplication, Even if
a name comes from half a dozen dif-
ferent sources no harm will be done,

The Veterans’ Bureau is sending its
official “squad” of experts to ten
points in Virginia. As soon as we re-
ceive the names of these government
beneficiaries, we shall turn them over
to the officers of the Veterans’ Bureau
who will, in turn inform each man of
the time and place when he may get
in touch with these experts. Thus, vou
will see that your prompt attention to
this matter will be of inestimable ser-
vice to the war veterans of your com-
munity and State.

Sincerely vours,
ARTHUR KYLE DAVIS,
Chairman.
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